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A power of attorney is a signed legal 
document which authorises another 
person (the attorney) to act on your behalf 
in relation to financial matters.

The document can either contain general 
powers or very specific terms as you wish. 
It is very important you appoint someone 
you trust, as any illegal action taken by 
your attorney under a power of attorney is 
legally binding on you.

A power of attorney continues as long as 
you want it to, and it can be cancelled 
at any time. A power of attorney ceases 
to operate if you lose the ability to make 
decisions or when you die.

ASK yOuR SOlIcITOR
your solicitor can prepare and explain 
the documents for the power of attorney 
and appointment of enduring guardian, 
and arrange the necessary signatures and 
certificates.

Telephone our office and make an 
appointment today

PlAN FOR ThE FuTuRE
Powers of Attorney
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POWERS OF ATTORNEy
ExPlAINEd
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An enduring guardian is a trusted person 
you appoint to make personal, health or 
lifestyle decisions on your behalf, in the 
event you lose the capacity to make them 
for yourself. An enduring guardian must 
be appointed at a time when you have 
capacity to make these decisions. you can 
appoint one or several enduring guardians 
and you should choose which decision-
making areas you want them to have, 
called functions.  For example, you may 
authorise an enduring guardian to decide 
where you may live and what medical 
treatment you should receive.

The enduring guardian must act in your 
best interest, and within the law and 
principles of the Guardianship Act. 

ARRANGING yOuR FuTuRE 
FINANcIAl AFFAIRS
Although it’s hard to contemplate losing 
the capacity to manage your affairs, 
it can be reassuring to know that prior 
arrangements have been made in the 
event something does happen to you. 

cONSIdER:
•  communicating your personal wishes to 

the significant people in your life. 

•  Identifying a trusted friend or relative to 
make decisions on your behalf.

•  decide if you want to make any formal 
arrangements

WhO cAN BE APPOINTEd AS 
AN ATTORNEy?
An attorney must be 18 years old. your 
attorney must consent to the act, so you 
should ask if your trusted person agrees 
to be appointed before completing the 
paperwork. The attorney must also sign the 
enduring power of attorney, and this can 
be at the same time as you or at a later 
time, however, it will not operate until they 
have signed the document.

If you do not have a suitable friend or 
relative to appoint, the NSW Trustee & 
Guardian can be appointed as your 
attorney. A fee will apply to handle your 
affairs.

ATTORNEyS & REAl ESTATE
In order for your attorney to sell or deal 
with real estate on your behalf, you must 
first register the power of attorney with the 
department of lands. 

POWER OF ATTORNEy & GIFTS
An attorney cannot use your money for his 
or her own benefit, or the benefit of others 
unless specifically allowed by the power of 
attorney.

disclaimer: This brochure provides general information and legal advice should be sought before any course of action is pursued.

ENduRING GuARdIANS
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